
Educator and Tagging Information 
 
Assessment Task  
 
Carefully read through the poem “The Eagle” by Alfred Tennyson. 
Look up the meaning of any unknown words before you begin. 
Write down the dictionary definition of the word/s you have looked up above the word in the poem. 
Close your eyes and imagine the landscape and the action this poem describes before answering 
the questions. 
 
The Eagle by Alfred Tennyson 
 
Line 1    He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 
             Close to the sun in lonely lands, 
             Ringed with the azure world he stands. 
 
Line 4   The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls, 
             He watches from his mountain walls, 
             And like a thunderbolt he falls. 
 
Questions  

 
1. Briefly describe what this poem is about. Pay particular attention to the action in the  
      poem.                                                                                                                                   [3]                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                  
2. Name and explain the effect of the sound device used in line 1.                                         [3]

                                                                                                                                                    
3. Explain the effectiveness of the adjectives describing the following nouns: 
a) lands 
b) sea             [2] 
 
4. Suggest a reason for the poet’s choice of the colour ‘azure’ in line 3.                                   [2] 
 
5. Identify the figure of speech used in the last line and explain the effect it creates.   [2]
  
6. Describe the setting of this poem.         [2] 
 
7. This short poem is extremely powerful. How has the poet created such a vivid description 
using so few words?                                                                                                                   [3] 
                
8. Contrast (compare) line 3 with line 6.                                                                          [2]
                                                                                                                                                                        
9. What is unusual about the verb used in the last line? What does the thunderbolt image 
suggest?                            [1]       
 

[20 marks] 
 

With a partner, assess yourselves using the checklist below. 
 

 

Have you answered “Yes” to 
the following? 

Yes 

1. Answers are punctuated.  

2. Quotation marks are used 
when quoting. 

 

3. Writing is neat and legible.  

4. The meanings of unknown 
words have been looked up 
and written down. 

 



 


